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You should aim to spend 45 minutes on each question.  

1. Read the following poem about a fight in a playground  

“Fight” by Barrie Wade 
‘A scrap! A scrap!’ 
The tingle in the scalp 
starts us running. 
 
The shout drains 
our playground just as though 
a plug was pulled 
 
here in the space 
in which two twisted, furious 
bodies writhe. 
 
Rules will not prise 
these savages apart. 
No ref will interpose 
 
with shouts of ‘Break’! 
This contest has once single 
vicious round 
 
of grab and grapple, 
wrestle, thump and scrabble, 
flail and scratch. 
 
We take no sides. 
Our yells are wolves howling 
for blood of any kind. 

 

TASK: Explain how the poet creates a vivid picture of the playground fight. Use quotations 
throughout your essay. Aim of at least one side of writing. (25 marks) You should consider:  

• The sounds of words – what words suggest the sounds of fighting and why? 

• The use of imagery – what pictures do you think of because of the poet’s words? 

• What do you think of the last stanza and how the watching crowd behaves? 

 



 

 

2. Read the extract below and answer the question that follows:  

The trouble with modern friendship 

‘Panic-merchants worry that online social networks will replace offline friendships, turning users 
into zombies, unable to converse face-to-face... 

 

Apparently, we humans can’t cope with a social circle much larger than 150 people. The average 
size of stone-age hunter-gatherer communities, it’s been calculated, was 148.8. The average size of 
army companies through history, from the Romans to the USSR, hovers around 150. And the 
average number of people to whom Britons send Christmas cards, according to a  study is 153.5. 
No wonder so many people worry that online social networks will destroy society: to accumulate 
1,000 Facebook friends, is to break  a law as old as humanity itself! 

Judging by the research, the panic merchants are wrong: social networks don’t replace offline 
friendships, or turn users into zombies, unable to converse face-to-face. Nonetheless, there is 
something troubling about modern friendship. For centuries we’ve been uprooting ourselves from 
the communities in which we were born. But until recently, on arriving in a new place, you would 
have to commit to it and inevitably lose your ties with the one you’d left. These days, thanks to 
motorways and airliners, email and Skype, you need never cut those ties. You never leave your old 
life behind, so your emotional investments are scattered.  

One consequence is that the people in your circle of 150 are less likely to know each other. It turns 
out that when close friends know each other, good things happen.  

Why are densely linked friends better friends? The motives involved aren’t necessarily all that 
virtuous. Maybe they just feel more social pressure, and worry that mutual friends will judge them 
if they’re not nice. Even so, the effect is that in a dense network, an act of friendship is two things 
at once: an individual bond, and another stitch in a bigger social fabric. At the very least, it’s an 
argument for getting over your hang-ups about introducing your friends to each other. True, 
they’ll probably gossip about you at some point, but then that strengthens the social fabric, too!’ 

 



 

Write a short letter* (no more than a side of paper) to a friend explaining why you think both 
online and offline friendships are important. Use ideas from the passage to help develop 
your own points.        

10 marks accuracy 

15 marks content 

 

* Other formats for this question could be speech, interview or diary entry. 

 

 


