
The Sixth
 Form





Take your place as an individual within a 

diverse and stimulating community. The Sixth 

Form at Gresham’s enables our students to 

fulfil their own dreams and ambitions while 

still retaining the strong community within 

Our curriculum

IB Diploma

The International Baccalaureate Diploma, 

introduced to Gresham’s in 2007, is 

renowned throughout the world for its 

proven academic depth across a broad and 

innovative curriculum. Gresham’s has swiftly 

gained an international reputation as a 

centre of  excellence, with previous students 

progressing to some of  the world’s most 

prestigious institutions, including Oxford, Yale, 

UCL, Imperial College, Edinburgh, Warwick, 

Connecticut, Berkeley and LMU Munich.

Students study and take exams in six 

subjects (at least three at Higher Level and 

three at Standard Level). All students write 

an Extended Essay based on research of  

a topic of  their own choosing, as well as 

pursuing a course in critical thinking (Theory 

of  Knowledge) and extending their learning 

out of  the classroom and into the community 

through the completion of  the Creativity, 

Action and Service (CAS) programme.

A levels

A level students normally specialise in 

three subjects from a choice of  over 20 

academic disciplines, undertaking a detailed 

and thorough approach to learning. A level 

study allows students to pursue a deeper 

understanding of  subjects already familiar 

from prior study or entirely new for the Sixth 

Form, while developing important independent 

study skills which will prove invaluable to 

their futures. All A level students also get the 

opportunity to write an Extended Essay on a 

topic of  their choice.

A level students continue to gain access to 

some of  the leading universities in the UK 

such as Oxford, Cambridge, London, Imperial, 

Durham, Edinburgh, St Andrew’s and Exeter.

our family of  schools. At the heart of  this lies 

the opportunity to follow one of  two rigorous 

and engaging academic programmes within a 

wider Sixth Form Curriculum.



Broaden your academic horizons
The Sixth Form curriculum at Gresham’s 

has been designed to effectively prepare our 

students for the complex and rapidly-changing 

world they will encounter both during their 

Sixth Form studies and beyond at university 

and in their future careers.

Our weekly academic enrichment lecture 

series exposes our students to a wealth of  

academic study and the world outside their 

Wider scholarship is also nurtured through 

activities like debating, Model United Nations, 

and the flagship Renaissance Group. Students 

studying art, drama, design and music make 

use of  the many professional musicians, 

touring theatre companies and artists hosted 

at Gresham’s, as well as enjoying use of  our 

facilities outside of  normal lesson time. 

The Extended Essay, a core component of  the 

IB Diploma, enables our students to explore one 

particular academic area in much greater detail. 

Many of  our A level students also opt to complete 

the essay, relishing the opportunity to delve 

further into a topic of  particular interest and to 

develop effective research and writing skills that 

will prepare them for university and beyond.

classroom. From astrobiology to poetry, and 

human rights to film production, students are 

given the opportunity to not only learn but 

engage in different areas of  scholarship. With 

societies dedicated to English, the humanities, 

foreign languages, the sciences and 

philosophy, students are also encouraged to 

explore their subjects beyond the curriculum. 



A chance to lead

As students move through their time in the 

Sixth Form at Gresham’s they are encouraged 

to take a more prominent role in all aspects 

of  school life. Development of  leadership and 

self-reliance skills through participation in 

Our students can be seen taking the lead 

in performances in drama and music. They 

organise a wide range of  charity fundraising 

activities and take an active role in running 

societies, often taking the plunge to create 

new initiatives. They establish projects with 

communities outside Gresham’s, both locally 

and globally, including recent ventures in 

Rwanda, Kenya and India.

A growing mentor scheme enables Sixth Form 

students to provide guidance to younger pupils 

and our scholars are encouraged to act as 

active role models in their particular field of  

excellence.

sports, the Duke of  Edinburgh’s Award scheme 

and the Combined Cadet Force runs alongside 

appointment to senior positions such as House 

and School prefects. 



Support throughout
Gresham’s is dedicated to safeguarding and 

promoting the welfare of  our students. The 

Sixth Form can be a challenging stage of  life 

to navigate through and we ensure support is 

available for our students in a number of  ways. 

Within the house system, our students 

benefit from the close community and the 

support and guidance of  a Housemaster or 

Housemistress and their team. In addition, 

each student is allocated a specialist Sixth 

Form Tutor, with whom they meet regularly 

to discuss their academic progress and any 

issues or concerns. Tutor periods also provide 

the opportunity to develop study skills as part 

of  a wider whole-school programme, consider 

career routes in conjunction with  

the careers department, and give support 

through the university application process. 

Specialist guidance is provided for those 

applying to Oxbridge, to overseas universities, 

or for vocational courses such as medicine  

and engineering.

All our Sixth Form students take part in the 

Well-Being programme. This uses tutorial 

sessions, supported by an informative and 

motivational lecture series to teach skills 

in happiness and well-being. Learning and 

developing these skills has a hugely positive 

impact on productivity and the emotional 

resilience for thriving in an ever-changing world.
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Gresham’s School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of  children 
and young people and expects all staff  and volunteers to share this commitment.


