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Dear Mr Peaver,

| read the latest OG Magazine with interest,
especially when | saw on p. 9 a photograph
of a hovercraft being driven by a pupil.

You are probably aware that the inventor
of the hovercraft and author of the original
patents was Sir Christopher Cockerell (W
1924 — 28)

In 1949 — 54, | was also at Woodlands,

and in 1959 — 60 worked on hovercraft

development with  Vickers Armstrong

(Aircraft) Ltd., near Swindon, site of

today’s Honda plant. During that time,

our team patented numerous inventions

in the hovercraft field. One of these saw

widespread use in many countries then and

now, including in the U.S. Military and in your photograph. This was the “convoluted
skirt”. It was granted a patent, with me as inventor.

| received greater recognition, however, when | appeared on BBC TV in 1961 on “What’s
My Line”, as a challenger with the profession “Hovercraft Design Engineer”!

Yours sincerely,

Nigel Lewis (W 1949 — 54)

Dear Richard,

At the last Annual November Dinner at Stower Grange (organized for many years by
Ken Jones) for OGs who live locally, John Jackson (c & W 1953 — 60) put me in email
contact with Chris Masterman (k & H 1952 — 60) who left Gresham’s in 1960.

Christopher and | both joined the RAF Technical Branch in the 60s, and we met at
Henlow, Cranwell, Swanton Morley, and finally at a Howson’s get-together about 20
years ago! Chris had an interesting and varied life, both as a Service officer and as an



engineering manager in various research and development projects in Austria, Canada
and the UK; he is the author of several books that are summarised on his website www.
chrismasterman.net. | think they are well-written, have been thoroughly researched, and
| consider they would prove of interest to other OGs. There are, for instance, tales of
his trips from Holt by train to Prague where his father was Air Attaché until 1958, early
morning fishing trips to Holt-area lakes (a young poacher), cloak-and-dagger exploits in
Europe, with much based on his personal life experiences. He moved from Canada to
Western Australia about 10 years ago to run an olive farm, and now busies himself with
renovating vintage Mercedes cars.

Best wishes,
Michael Curtis (c & H 1951 — 59)

P.S. Iforgot to add that both my father (a wartime RAF pilot) and Chris Masterman’s were
probably contemporaries at the same school — University College School in Hampstead!
Quite a coincidence.
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The Auden Theatre

The Auden Theatre is not simply a school theatre. We also host a diverse range of
events and professional performances and we are open to the public all year round.

Our series of subscription concerts performed throughout the year are very popular.
These concerts are performed by world-renowned musicians. We have some exciting
performers lined up for 2018, such as acclaimed actor Robert Powell who along with
Lisa Goddard, performs A Passionate Life - The Life and Time of Claude Debussy, which
takes place on Sunday 11" February. Following this, on Saturday 2™ June we meet String
Fever. With their striking electric instruments and beat-boxing, they combine unrelenting
energy, humour and audience interaction with great musical skill as they perform their
unique show, which includes The History of Music in 5 Minutes and Ravel’s Bolero,
played altogether on one instrument! All from the same family, this fantastic and unique
band is guaranteed to have
the tiredest of feet tapping
and the most cynical
of audiences  smiling.
On Sunday 1%t July
we welcome back The
Pasadena Orchestra
with another fun-packed
show featuring timeless
classics from The Great
American  Songbook —
those wonderful songs that
miraculously lifted people’s  Robert Powell Liza Goddard
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Pasadena Roof Orchestra

spirits during the depression era, and which
made household names of singers such as
Bing Crosby, Al Bowlly, and Fred Astaire.

View the full programme at
audentheatre.co.uk or telephone our Box
Office on 01263 713444,

The Auden Theatre 20" Anniversary

WWW.

Didyoutread the Audenboards taking centre
stage? Were you part of the technical team
working magic from the box, or hiding in
the shadows to transform the stage? Were
you involved in 6" Form productions? Did
you pursue your interest in theatre and go
on to drama school? Did you study theatre
at university, or go to university to study a
subject and find yourself doing more drama
than study? Have you made a career in the
Performing Arts or the media?

Performers,
Producers,

Actors,
Directors,

Dancers, Street
Playwrights,

Presenters, Designers, Stage Management, Technicians, or dare | say Drama Teachers
- The Auden Needs You. wTo help celebrate the Auden Theatre’s 20™ birthday next
year in June 2018, we are going to have a gala evening the night before Speech Day to

celebrate some of the highlights of 20 years
of theatrical magic. To make this occasion
truly special, we want to recognise and
celebrate the talent that has come through
the school and gone on to enrich the
lives of others by sharing their creativity,
imagination and passion for the Arts.
Therefore, if you have been involved in
theatre, radio, television, film or the media
over the years, please do get in touch so
we can update our alumni records. We
would love to hear memories, share photos
of past productions and make contact

THE AUDEN THEAT
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The OG Magazine

The Old Greshamian (OG) Club is the
alumni society for pupils who attended
Gresham’s School. We currently have
over 6,000 members worldwide. All leavers
(across the three Schools) automatically
become lifetime members of the Club.
We are delighted to welcome our newest
members, the ‘Leavers of 2017".

Membership of the Club entitles all Old
Greshamians to a number of benefits and
services. Here are just a few...

EVENTS - You will be invited to events,
drinks parties and reunion dinners. If
you wish to host your own event, either
at Gresham’s or in another location, we
will pay for the first round or offer funds to
reduce the overall cost of the event.

TRAVEL BENEFITS — We offer travel
grants to pupils who wish to undertake
interesting projects during their Gap Year,
or any period of time after they have left
school. Contact Mark Seldon (mseldon@
greshams.com) for more information.

CONTACT THE OG CLUB

Address: Gresham’s School, Cromer Road, Holt, Norfolk, NR25 6EA

Tel: 01263 714620 / 01263 714629
Email: ogclub@greshams.com

Website: www.greshams.com/old-greshamians

Successful recipients are expected to write
a short article for the OG Magazine.

CLUBS & SOCIETIES — OGs have access
to a variety of OG sporting clubs and
societies. More information is available on
our website and Facebook page.

NETWORKING - We can help pupils/
leavers with work experience placements,
mentoring and internships. We can put
you in touch with OGs working in your
chosen profession and we have a growing
community of OGs on LinkedIn.

NEWS - You will receive a copy of the
annual OG Magazine and E-Newsletters.
We are always delighted to hear from you.
If you have any news that you would like to
share with us, please get in touch.

FINDING FRIENDS - Lost touch with
friends and contemporaries? We have an
extensive OG database and are happy to
help you to reconnect.

Moved address?
New email address?
Have a new mobile phone?




