Benjamin Britten at Gresham’s

4. THE LIFE OF A BOARDER s

Ben was in Farfield House, the third
senior house to be built at Gresham’s.
By 1905 numbers of pupils had reached
150 and plans for a new house to
accommodate 44 boys were drawn . — \ N o

up by Chatfeild Clarke, the architect of = .. i = Lite in Farfield
Howson’s and Big School. Farfield was SR o Al SUEE : |

opened in 1911 and although Edwardian
in character, the architecture reflected
earlier styles.

the “glorious time” he has had listening to a concert on the Thompson’s wireless
in great comfort. He enjoyed every moment, despite some ‘atmospherics’ and
the occasional “burst of conversation” from the chatty Mrs T.

spent a good deal of time in the sickroom, being looked after by
matron Miss Gillett and visited by Dr Hendrie, the School doctor,
and often by his parents.

The onset of his first Norfolk winter saw Ben in bed with “a nasty
cold and my usual bilious complaint”. He missed most of his
second term with a long illness, which started as a feverish cold
and went to his chest, necessitating time at home to convalesce.
Throughout his time at Gresham’s he was often in the sickroom
with similar complaints, no doubt at least partly the result of the
emotional upheaval from going away to school and being parted
from his family. In times of academic pressure he can also be seen

In an article entitled ‘My Schooldays’ one OG remembered a somewhat austere
Farfield at this time. Junior boys were four to a study. Each had a table,

chair, and three shelves. An easy chair could be purchased from the previous
occupant. Two large pipes ran round the walls but were never warm. Ben often
complains of the cold in letters home, asking that his parents excuse his untidy
writing owing to his hands being so cold and stiff. Boys brought curtains to hang
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enjoyable choir holiday to the Broads in July 1929. Eccles if he was late. Periodically he records having to attend a school ‘jaw’ in which the headmaster lectures his pupils on subjects
such as the disadvantages of riding their bicycles without lights and of cheating in exams.
It was Basil Fletcher who was instrumental in organising a week-long Farfield had two dormitories, one for seniors, one for juniors.
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