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¢ŀƭƭƛǎ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ¢ŀƭƭƛǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ IŜŀŘƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ DǊŜǎƘŀƳΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ мслс-1640.  

The building was opened on 21 September 1963 by Sir Colin Anderson, Prime Warden of the CƛǎƘƳƻƴƎŜǊǎΩ 

Company. We have Olympic Gold Medalist, Richard Leman, Matt Dickenson, first OG to climb Everest -  in 

hurricane conditions - ƛƴ мффсΣ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎǎΩ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǇ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ Professor Henry Snaith to count 

amongst our illustrious alumni here in Tallis. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Tallis is located on the other side of Cromer 

Road, directly opposite the Parade Ground. We 

have a car park to the side of the House and a 

large field to the rear. 



Welcome  from the Housemaster  
Welcome to Tallis!! Starting a new school is both exciting and nerve-wracking. The 

purpose of this booklet is to give you an insight into how things work in the boarding 

house. This should act as a ready reference when you are unsure of something and help 

you settle in really quickly so that you might make the most of your time here from the 

outset. For many of you, Tallis is your new Home, look after it, take pride in it and seize 

every opportunity and every challenge that comes your way in the weeks, months and 

years ahead. Courage, ambition, tenacity are three character-defining words you will 

become very used to hearing this year. They are the traits which all effective leaners must 

have and which distinguish the extraordinary from the average. Here in Tallis it is these 

values which help craft the culture of excellence I will expect, where nothing but your 

very best efforts will be deemed worthy of recognition and where courage to take 

chances, to set your sights high and to work doggedly to realise your 

ambitions will always be valued more highly than the grades you attain. 

We look forward to seeing who you can be! 

 
 
Mr C Cox 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Housemaster  

Mr Chris Cox 

ccox@greshams.com 
07823321834 
01263 714569 
 

I joined the School as Head of History in 2013 before becoming 

Housemaster of Tallis ƛƴ нлмуΦ tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ DǊŜǎƘŀƳΩǎ L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ 

School in Norwich, home of my beloved football team! I am a keen and 

regular runner but enjoy a number of sports. Having grown up near the 

coast, I am never happier than when walking on the beach with my family. 

I live in the House with my wife, Helen, and our three children Alfie (10), 

Phoebe (7), and Stanley (5). Our accommodation is linked to the TV room 

and the main corridor. I am there for most of the time you spend in the 

House and am available to help you with any matter, School-related or 

otherwise. Our door next to the Year 11 corridor will be open if I am 

available, which is most of the time. Do just knock quietly and walk on in. 

If it is shut, I am absent/unavailable so leave a note, try later, find me in 

Big School or find the Duty Staff. Often, if I am in House, I will leave a note 

on the door saying where I can be found. If there is an emergency, find 

another member of staff and/or inform a prefect as appropriate; there 

will always be a member of staff available. I always have my mobile with 

me in term time and many students text or call me on this, or email if it is 

not so urgent. I teach History here at the School, coach Cross Country and 

am also a Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead. 

 
 
 

Assistant Housemaster  

Mr Chris Oates 

coates@greshams.com 

 

The Assistant Housemaster is Chris Oates, a teacher of Chemistry who joined 

DǊŜǎƘŀƳΩǎ ƛƴ нлмуΦ /ƘǊƛǎ ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ƻƴ w!C ōŀǎŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ōŜŦƻǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 

moved to Norfolk in 2006. He studied Chemistry at Keele University, before returning 

ǘƻ bƻǊǿƛŎƘ ƛƴ нлмс ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ Ƙƛǎ aŀǎǘŜǊΩs in Advanced Organic Chemistry and his 

PGCE at the University of East Anglia. Chris has a flat which is at the very front of 

Tallis House near to the Year 9 Dorms. He helps me to run the boarding house, 

sharing duties with me ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ΨƎƻ-ǘƻΩ Ŧor the boys. Chris is available to 

help boys with their studies and for their pastoral care. He also is responsible for the 

House every other weekend and one night a week. Mr Oates can generally be found 

in the House, the Chemistry Labs or the staff common room. 
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Resident House Tutor s  

Mr Elliot Robinson 

erobinson@greshams.com 

 

9ƭƭƛƻǘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ DǊŜǎƘŀƳΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bI{ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

Norfolk and Suffolk Trust and Great Ormond Street and Alder Hey hospitals. 

Elliot has a degree in mental health nursing from Middlesex University and grew 

up travelling around with his family, his father having a position in the Forces. 

He enjoys providing support to the pupils in all aspects of school life and is 

always available for a chat! He is a keen skier and can often be found on the 

golf course or following his beloved Liverpool FC. Elliot joins Tallis with his wife 

Katy, an interior architect and baby Oscar. Elliot Robinson has a flat which is 

attached to the TV room. He also helps run the boarding house, sharing some 

duties with me. Mr Robinson is a Mental Health Nurse here at the School. 

 

 

Mr Thomas Carr 
tcarr@greshams.com 
 

Tom is joining GreshamΩǎ ƛƴ нлнл as a Graduate Musician and 

Accompanist, having just completed his degree in Music from Oxford 

University. He is a keen pianist, clarinetist and composer who loves all 

kinds of music from hymns to hip-hop. Tom is greatly looking forward to 

supporting the students of Tallis House and developing their musical 

abilities, not least in the annual House Music Competition! Tom lives in 

the flat which is at the end of the corridor where the Year 9 Day Rooms 

are located.   

 

 

House Matron s 

Mrs Joanne Porter and Mrs Melissa Blanchard 

tallismatron@greshams.com 

07833206455  

 

We are lucky to have two exceptional Matrons here in Tallis. Joanne Porter works four days 

a week (Monday-Thursday) and Melissa Blanchard works the remaining two (Friday-

Saturday). They cover House from 07:50 to 17:00 Monday to Friday and 07:50 to 16:00 on 

Saturday. Matron will be your go-to, in all likelihood, during the working day for any medical  

or pastoral need. 
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Residential Staff Contact Details  
Duty Mobile: The number for this is 07833 206455 and the landline for the Duty Staff Office is 01263 714612. 

Please use the mobile in the first instance! Please use these numbers from 7:50 to 22:30 to contact a member of 

staff in the House. If no one is available/answering then please contact either myself, Mr Oates or Mr Robinson. 

In the event of an emergency  during the night you should contact Mr Cox, Mr Oates or Mr Robinson 

immediately. Each of our residences has a doorbell or if you do have access to your phone then simply call Mr Cox. 

 

Duty Staff  

The following members of staff are the visiting tutors for Tallis and will be responsible for the running of the 

House between 17:00 and 23:00. They will be contactable during this time on 07833 206455 or you may call them 

on the Office Phone: 01263 714612. 

Each member of staff below will routinely check on you during Prep, asking about your day and what work you 

are completing. Make use of them while you have them in House! Ask them for help and guidance as you see 

ŦƛǘΧLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ tǊŜǇ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ permission which you must seek and it is to 

them that you must report for roll call. Guests in House will need to make themselves known to the Duty Staff 

also and this responsibility falls to you as host. 

 

Mr William Robinson  

Monday evening/night 

Head of Computing 

brobinson@greshams.com 

 

Mr Thomas Carr  

Monday evening/night 

Graduate Musician and Accompanist 

tcarr@greshams.com 

 

Mr Tim hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ 

Tuesday evening/night 

Teaches History and coaches athletics. 

todonnell@greshams.com 

 

aǊǎ IŜƭŜƴ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ 

Tuesday evening/night 

Teaches English and coaches Netball 

hodonnell@greshams.com 

 
 

Mr Neil Humphrey 

Wednesday evening/night 

Teaches Design and Technology and coaches Rugby. 

nhumphrey@greshams.com 
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Mr Elliot Robinson 

Wednesday evening/night 

Mental Health Nurse 

erobinson@greshams.com 
 

 

Mrs Liz Wilson 

Thursday evening/night 

Head of Geography 

lwilson@greshams.com 
 

Mr Phil Taylor  

Thursday evening/night 

Head of Chemistry 

ptaylor@greshams.com 

 

           Mrs Sophie Ellis-Retter 

                        Friday evening/night 

                        Head of ESL 

                        sretter@greshams.com 

 

 

Mr Chris Oates 

Friday evening/night 

Teaches Chemistry 

coates@greshams.com 

 

 

Academic Tutors  

You will also be appointed an academic tutor who will work closely with me to monitor academic performance. 

They will contact your parents in the first week of term to introduce themselves and will meet with you at least 

twice a week, either in House or in their teaching rooms (they will arrange this with you). It is them who will 

discuss Reports with you and set academic goals based upon your performance. It is also them that will liaise 

directly with your parents throughout the academic year. They should be your first reference point for any 

academic concerns, or any issues with regard to managing/organising your studies. They are also there to address 

pastoral issues with you and to offer advice with regard to post-16 study/adventures/careers. In addition to the 

above Tutor Periods you will be able to catch them while they are on Duty in House or of course you may make an 

alternative arrangement to speak with them via email. As a House Team we meet every Monday to discuss you 

all! 

 

Cleaning Staff  

The House cleaning team are Jane, Sue, Caroline and Kelly. They are here Monday to Friday in the mornings. They 
do a fantastic job and we are very lucky to have them! Help them by keeping your rooms as tidy as possible and 
by putting all litter in the bin! Respecting your rooms and furnishings and keeping an orderly room is fundamental 
to creating a purposeful learning environment and a home of which you and we can all be proud. Untidy rooms 
will not be tolerated in Tallis!  
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 Jane       
 

 

 

 

    Susan 

 

 

 

 

Prefects  

The House has a team of prefects. Whilst they carry authority, their main role is to help and support you. They are 

also there to help lead discussion in tutor sessions and House Assemblies and to galvanise the House behind 

competitions and events. They will help drive initiatives in House and are an extension of my authority within the 

student body. I would encourage all boys to seek the guidance of the Prefects with regard to social dynamics 

before involving House Staff.  

 

Prefects for the academic year 2021-2022 

 

Head of House (and School Prefect): Ben Wilcox 

Assistant Head of House: Foiy Scammell-Katz 

Senior Prefect: Toby Collins 

Senior Prefect: Adrian Von Wrede 

 

Charles Addison 

Jack Barnes 

Archie Harrod 

Finn Lowe 

Joel Philpott 

Max Sturgeon 

 

Mentors  

New students will be assigned a Mentor/Big Brother to look after them during their first year. They are there to 

help you settle in and assist you throughout the year. They will make effort to meet you once a week at the very 

least but please do seek them out as and when required.   

 

And finallyé. 

The House is your home and runs as such, just on a much larger scale. In order for us all to get on we have to be 

kind to one another, be helpful and be considerate. The place where we live becomes an extension of our 

personality. Personalise your living space as quickly as possible and help create an environment you are proud to 

consider your home. Ensure your living spaces say the right things about you and your character!  Invest in Tallis 

straight away and you will quickly get more from your time here.  

 

Kelly 

Caroline 



 

The Tallis House Philosophy  
 

 

These three words are synonymous with the spirit of excellence and culture of success I want to see in Tallis.  

Courage  

Students have to be risk-takers in order to see what they can achieve. It is the 

process of making mistakes which is so vital to learning and the act of correcting 

them which is so rewarding. Without courage, the challenge would be left not 

taken, without courage the resilience to keep going and to try again would not be 

there, without courage achievement and greatness would be illusory. Courage in 

the classroom and courage outside it is a defining characteristic of what it means to 

be Tallis. 

 

Ambition  

Students should always have high expectations of themselves and others. They 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ΨƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƳƛƴŘǎŜǘΩ όŀ Ŏŀƴ-do 

ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅύ ǿƘŜǊŜƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ΨǿƘȅ ƴƻǘΩΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ΨǿƘȅΚΩ 9ǾŜǊȅ ǇƛŜŎŜ 

of work, every task done in House, should be done to the highest standard. In short, 

if it is not excellent then it is not finished. Such ambition breeds a sense of pride in 

achievement, no matter how small, and herein lies a key mechanism for success. 

Setting your sights high and being ambitious in your approach to all you do at 

DǊŜǎƘŀƳΩǎ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ¢ŀƭƭƛǎΦ 

 

 

Courage. Ambition. Tenacity 



Tenacity  

ΧhǊ DǊƛǘΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎƎŜŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō 

ŘƻƴŜΣ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 

leave nothing on the field of play. To cross the finishing line 

knowing there was nothing left to give. Courage and Ambition 

will present the challenge to be overcome, but it is the act of 

being tenacious which will see the outcome realised. The 

tenacious character chases opportunity and lives with the 

satisfaction of not doing anything in half-measures. A 

tenacious character has few regrets. Tenacity, grit, graft, 

staying power is central to the Tallis House Philosophy and 

manifests itself as the key requisite in all challenges we face in 

our everyday lives. 

 

The School Day 

 

 

 

 

 


