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Location of Woodlands

Woodlands – please use the drive
opposite Laurel Drive and drive in front
of the private, turn right after gates and
there is a car park at the rear of the
House. When leaving the House, please
continue straight onto the Cromer Road.
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Introduction from the Housemaster
Camilla and I joined Gresham’s and took over Woodlands in September 2019. We have thoroughly enjoyed our
first three years in the House and developing relationships with the boys, parents and staff. We have two sons,
George (4) and Archie (7 months) and a friendly Golden Retriever called Mylo. I believe in four key principles;
trust, honesty, hard work and kindness and encourage the boys to implement these into their everyday lives and
work habits.

Woodlands is a beautiful Victorian house situated on the Cromer Road. In 1905, after Woodlands had been
enlarged and converted for school use, forty boys moved in under J.R. Eccles as Housemaster. The house has
always been known for its fantastic community spirit and this is something we continue to foster and develop.
Woodlands has recently benefited from a major refurbishment of studies and bedrooms. It offers dormitory
accommodation for Year 9 and Year 10 boarders and individual rooms for Year 11 and Sixth Form boarders. Day
boys also have a room, sometimes shared. The House has a common/games room, kitchen, TV, full Wi-Fi
coverage, a football pitch and three grass tennis courts in the summer.
I hope that the following guide is useful, but of course please contact me if you have any further questions. Camilla
and I are always delighted to welcome you for a cup of tea at any time, just drop me a line!

Jamie Sharrock
Housemaster
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Staff Contact Details
Duty Mobile: 07833 206453
Please use this number between 7.45am and 11.00pm to contact the duty member of staff in the House. If not
available please call the office numbers below.
Housemaster

Jamie Sharrock

jsharrock@greshams.com

01263 714570

I live in the House with Camilla, George, Archie and Mylo and also teach PE. I am a keen sportsman and reader
and love getting to know the boys and arranging and participating in a range of activities to prepare them for life
post-school. Should you have any concerns about your son or questions, please email or call my landline. I will aim
to get back to you within 24 hours.
Assistant Housemistress

Alex Mitchell

amitchell@greshams.com

As Assistant Housemistress, she will work very closely with myself and Julie to ensure all the boys are happy and
making the most of every opportunity. Miss Mack teaches Biology, is a Year 9 tutor and is the School’s Eco Coordinator. She has two girls, Sophie and Mollie and is a keen baker and swimmer.
Resident House Tutor

Sam Higgs

shiggs@greshams.com

Mr Higgs teaches Religious Studies and Philosophy and is resident in the House. He is a keen runner, all-round
sportsman and enjoys the piano and Duolingo.
Resident House Tutor

Owen Liberman

oliberman@greshams.com

Mr Liberman is Assistant Head of Adventure and is an adventure and outdoors enthusiast who will lead and run
trips for the boys in the evenings and at weekends. He is resident in the House and has a Black Labrador called
Tilly.
House Matron

Julie Roberts

jroberts@greshams.com

01263 71459
07833 206453
Julie joined the Woodlands team in April 2020 and lives locally. Her working hours are Monday-Friday 7.50am –
5.00pm and Saturday 7.50am – 4.00pm. She is responsible for all matters of clothing and healthcare and of
course, any pastoral concerns. She is available for a surgery at 8am each day and at other times that she will
make known to the boys. Boys are sent to the Health Centre for all but mild complaints. Her Golden Labrador,
Mabel will never be far away!
Tutor Team
Mr Cooper (Teacher of Music), Mr Gray (Director of Art, Design & Technology), Mr O’Connell (Teacher of
Economics), Mr Philpott (Head of Science & Biology), Mr Hipperson (Deputy Head Academic & Teacher of English),
Mr Pienaar (Director of Rugby), Mrs Sharrock (Head of English), Mr West (Head of Japanese & Teacher of Maths).
These staff will assist in the House on weekday evenings.
Tutors
Your child will also be appointed an academic tutor who will work closely with me to look after academic
performance. They will contact you in the first week of term to introduce themselves.
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Accommodation
Day Boys
In Year 9 and 10 Day Boys will share a study with other members of their year group and in Year 11-13 they will
have their own study. They will have a desk, shelving, lockable storage and a noticeboard. It is expected that all
equipment such as books are kept here in a tidy manner. Year 9 will do Prep in the Work Room and will be
supervised by a House Prefect.
Boarders
Boarders live on the ground and first floor of the building. Year 9 and 10 Boarders are in year group dormitories
and Year 11-13 have individual bedsits. Each room has a desk, bed, lockable storage and space for clothes and
luggage. We have a trunk room for additional luggage.
Bed Times
Monday to Friday (and Sunday)

Year 9
Year 10
Year 11
Lower 6th Form
Upper 6th Form

In rooms
9.30pm
9.45pm
10.00pm
10.15pm
10.30pm

Lights Out
9.45pm
10.00pm
10.15pm
10.30pm
10.45pm

These are slightly adjusted for Saturday night.
Kitchens
There is a kitchen to cook small meals and make drinks. It is basically equipped and this will be added to providing
the initial equipment is maintained and washed by the pupils. There are basic provisions for pupils such as bread,
cereal and milk provided above the usual school meals.
Common Room
The Common Room is the social heart of the House. It has a pool table, table tennis table, table football, piano,
board games and a Sky TV. It is a place where boys can unwind after a long day and it is also used for a variety of
social occasions. Regular Woodlands tournaments and leagues take place for the boys to compete in and I am
hoping that all pupils will use the room regularly and make good use of the excellent facilities available to them.

5

School Day
Registration
This takes place at 8.05am every morning in the Common Room. A bell will ring at 8.00am to warn pupils to
assemble. Registration is a legal requirement in all British Schools. Lateness will not be tolerated unless unavoidable.
If a pupil is to be late, please either email in advance or call/text the duty phone on 07833 206453.
If your son is late they must sign in before Chapel at Reception.
Timetable – there are a few minor alterations to the School day and this will be replaced once a new blank timetable
is available.
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Woodlands A-Z
If there is anything that has been missed please inform me jsharrock@greshams.com so I can update and
send a fresh copy out!
Academic Matters
I will be keeping a close eye on the academic performance of the pupils alongside the Heads of Department and
the tutor which each pupil is assigned. Whilst I trust all pupils to work diligently in their rooms; if standards slip,
work will take place under close supervision in the House Library.
Alcohol
Alcohol can only be administered by the Housemaster at special events and to the 6th Form only. Apart from this
alcohol is banned as per school rules.
Bicycles
If these are used Mr Sharrock should be made aware. Boys must wear helmets and have functioning locks and
lights. They can be stored in the Trunk Room.
Boarders off site
If a boarder wishes to be off site during the weekend such as visiting friends or relatives, permission must be sought.
If travelling to a friend I will also seek the permission of those friends’ parents. This must all be actioned 48 hours
or more in advance.
Buddy/Big Brother System
Woodlands operates a buddy and ‘big brother’ system for all new students. This buddy and big brother will be
someone to ask questions, talk to and to find out about the school.
Bullying
Bullying is simply not tolerated at the School and within the House. If a pupil feels they are being victimised they
must come forward and speak to the Housemaster or another member of staff.
Cleaning
We have a wonderful team of cleaners, many of whom have worked here for many years. Madge, Mandy, Sandra
and Teresa are an invaluable part of the team and always welcome a natter with the boys and catch up.
Clothing
All clothes should have nametags to avoid unnecessary loss. Casual clothes can be worn after formal activities have
finished and at the weekends. The School Shop stores all the necessary clothing.
Commendations and Achievements
The School regularly rewards pupils for hard work and endeavour. These will also be celebrated in the House
through small prizes, certificates. We have a full School and House Rewards and Sanctions Policy.
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Contact Details
All parents and pupils contact details are stored in a secure online database. Please inform me of any changes so I
can update my records and inform the School Data Manager.
Contacting home
The boys are free to contact home when they have access to their mobile phones or laptops. If they do not have
their devices, they can ask Matron, Mr Sharrock, one of the other House staff or reception to contact parents.
Damages
I am aware that damages occur. Whilst accidents happen, sometimes this is not the case. It is vital that any damage,
however minor is reported to Mr Sharrock immediately. This will not only limit any issues there might be but also
demonstrate trust and loyalty within the House.
Day Pupils and Boarding
If you would like your child to board for an evening it is important that the Housemaster is informed at least 48
hours in advance. I understand that this is not always possible, but early indication is welcome. We will only be
able to offer a bed in a part of the House that is free, but we will be as accommodating as possible. There is a cost
to this which is added to the fee account. If you would like your child to board over the weekend I will need to
know by the Thursday of that week at the latest.
Driving
Boys that have passed their driving test are able to drive themselves to School, but must first seek parental
permission as well as authorisation from the Headmaster. They will be given a parking permit that must be visable
in their car. Cars are to be parked in the Facilities car park by the Facilities Building and car keys are to be handed
in to Mr Sharrock on arrival in the morning.
Duties
To enable smooth functioning of the house pupils are required to undertake duties such as ringing the bell and
cleaning the kitchen.
Films
We have a regular film night in the House both educational based and feature films. I would encourage all day
pupils to stay and watch after 8pm if they so wish when these are on.

Fire Drills
As part of Health and Safety requirements these will happen regularly. I will brief the House on the proper method
and instruction of leaving the House.
Games
Games options are selected at the beginning of each term and take place on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
afternoon. Matches are usually on Saturdays and details can be found in the School Calendar and on SOCS.
8

Holidays
Pupils are requested to return at the times specified in the calendar. If this is not possible please contact me to
discuss further.
Home Weekends
The House remains open if pupils require accommodation. However, I recommend that pupils get time away if
possible. To arrange relevant travel please email travel@greshams.com. If pupils do remain at school during a home
weekend, an additional charge will be added to the fee account.
Homework/Prep
This is undertaken every night from 5.30pm to 7.00pm and for the older students from 7.45pm to 8.30pm. This is
a vital time and it is unacceptable for pupils to be walking around the House or not getting on with work. If prep
is not completed in this time pupils are expected to find their own time to do this. 6th Form pupils would be expected
to work well beyond the times above at crucial points in the year.
House Assemblies
It is compulsory for all pupils to attend unless a special request for absence. At times the above might change due
to events such as House Music. For those who need to catch school buses the evening will start slightly earlier to
cater for this.
House Council
Miss Mitchell and the Head of House will chair a half termly House Council. This will discuss issues arising in the
House and be represented by a member of each year group.
House Games
We have a pool table, table tennis table, table football table and piano in the Common Room in addition to a
selection of board games.
House Music
This is the major event in the Michaelmas Term. I will as far as possible make it not time heavy, but towards the
end of term this will be unavoidable. When pupils are required to stay late I will inform parents by email. Please
apply for tickets early to avoid disappointment. Pupils leaving for flights are reminded that the boarding house is
open on the Friday night and departures should take place on the Saturday.
House Security
The House is locked every night and is only accessible by fingerprint recognition. Pupils will be made aware of the
code when necessary and it is important this is not shared. I would like pupils to turn off lights and close windows
in their studies as a matter of course. All expensive items should be safely stored away. I have spare padlocks if
required.
Laptops and tablets
Laptops and tablets can be used by students if it is their normal way of working. These devices must be clearly
named and stored securely when not in use. Students in Year 9 to 11 will hand their laptops and tablets in overnight
and can collect them the following morning.
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Linen
This is all provided by the House and Julie is responsible for organising the laundry system which the boys will be
made aware of. Boys can bring their own duvet sets, pillows and mattress toppers if they wish.
Meals
All meals are had in the CFB and a wide variety of foods is provided. We are committed to meeting the dietary,
medical and religious needs of all in our care. Such needs can be made clear to Housemasters and Matrons by
parents or the students themselves at any stage during the academic year.
Medication
This is administered by Julie. Pupils are allowed to self-medicate on discussion with parents, Julie, the Health Centre
and myself.
Merit League
This is a rewards initiative that rewards individuals, year groups and tutor groups who receive the most merits in a
week or term.
Out of Bounds
Pupils are not allowed onto the Cromer Road at any time, unless attending Town Leave. The Woods are out of
bounds past 5.30pm each evening.
Overseas Pupils
A full induction for pupils from overseas will be provided by Ms Ellis-Retter in the first week of the Michaelmas
Term in addition to the induction on the first Sunday of term.
Parents’ Meetings
These are held periodically throughout the year and are held online to discuss progress of your son academically. It
would also be a good time to catch up with me to discuss any concerns. The dates of these can be found on the
website.
Passports
Mr Sharrock holds the passports for the boys in his safe in the office and issues these as and when required.
Pastoral support
All members of staff are trained and able to support your child. If a student needs to speak to a residential
member of staff then they must ring the doorbell of their residence and await a response. They must not enter the
accommodation uninvited and will be granted access only to the HSM study if they do enter.
Mobile phones and devices
The House is not responsible for valuables such as mobile phones and these should be used at appropriate times.
Year 9 students hand their phones in every morning, but other students can have their phones on them during the
day, but they must not be seen or heard, unless directed by a member of staff. All students must hand their phone
in during prep and are able to collect them following the end of prep. Mobile phones and laptops will be taken in
at bedtime from the boys in Year 9 to 11 and they can be collected at roll call the following morning.
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Travel Arrangements
If you require any travel to/from airports/stations at the beginning or end of a holiday, please contact Clare Carr,
Transport Manager via email at travel@greshams.com.
Trips
For boarders, there is a trip provided every weekend and the cost can be added to the end of term fee account.
Throughout the year, there will also be House trips that I would encourage the boys to attend. A list of these can
be found in the online calendar. Mr Sharrock will also communicate details via email.
Pocket Money
Most boys will have bank accounts and can draw money accordingly. Boys will only require small amounts of
money for the term and they should look after this carefully. Mr Sharrock can hold money if required and pupils
can draw from him.
Postal Address and Parcels
The address for Woodlands is –

Woodlands House
Gresham’s School
Cromer Road
Holt, Norfolk
NR25 6DZ
Prefects
The House management team is made up of Mr Sharrock, Miss Mitchell, Matron, Mr Higgs, Mr Liberman and the
House Prefects. The prefects have a very important position as role models for the younger pupils and I am delighted
to announce the following positions for the academic year 2022-23:
Head of House: Ben P

Deputy Head of House: Julius R

School Prefect: Charlie H

House Prefects: Zach H, Yannick R, Nikita T, Harry T, Matthew W
Roomings
I think long and hard about room placements for the pupils. If there are any problems boys should contact me in
the first instance. Rooms are changed each term so boys get the opportunity to room with different pupils and
experience different parts of the House.
Sanctions
We follow the School Sanctions Policy in the House.
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School Rules
School rules apply at all times and can be found in their prep diaries and within the Student Handbook. I hope the
boys are respectful, caring and loyal to their peers and the House.
Signing Out
Pupils must regularly use the Signing Out Book which will be positioned in the Front Hallway. This is crucial to
maintain an accurate list of pupils in the House.
Smoking/Vaping
This simply is not tolerated and will be dealt with sternly in the House and by Senior Management.
Social events
Throughout the course of the year, different year groups will be asked to attend social events in the House and
School. A list of these can be found in the online calendar.
Social Media
Please follow us on Instagram to keep up to date with events and activities the House are taking part in.
@woodlands_greshams
Speakers
Pupils are encouraged to bring and use these but must remember to turn off when leaving their rooms and to use
them quietly!
Television
Television in the Common Room can be watched before Prep and after 7.30pm. Sky TV and BT Sport is provided
and big matches will be aired whenever possible. Come on you Spurs!
Visits
Parents are welcome generally anytime. It would be wise to contact your child to avoid a wasted journey. I will
endeavour to be at School matches where you can catch up over a cup of tea with me if needs be. Parents are
encouraged to attend School Functions and these can be found in the online calendar.
Woody of the week!
This is an internal House award that is presented each week to a member of the House who has embodied the
House principles of trust, honesty, hard work and kindness. They will have to look after ‘Woody’ for the week.
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Uniform – Years 9-11
• School tweed jacket
• Charcoal grey formal style worsted-type trousers
• School jumper
• Cotton chambray shirts
• School tie
• School scarf only
• Polishable black leather shoes (not boots, not suede, not buckled)
• Charcoal grey socks
Headgear
No hats or headgear to be work with School Uniform, except by special permission from the Deputy Head Pastoral
on religious grounds.
Jewellery
• One plain ring on the hand
• No necklaces (except a plain single-stranded necklace), bracelets, festival or friendship bangles are allowed
• No nose or any other studs or earrings are permitted
Make-up
• Make-up is not allowed
Hair
• All pupils should have tidy, neatly brushed hair, which should be a NATURAL colour
• Boys hair should be off the face and collar, with ears showing
• Hair Clippers are not allowed in School
Coats
A smart woollen or wool-mix overcoat in black or navy, long enough to cover jackets or blazers worn underneath,
should be worn. Not puffa jackets or parkas, or coats with fur around the hood. The decision as to the acceptability
of coats shall rest with the Housemaster. If there is disagreement the final decision shall rest with the Deputy Head
Pastoral.
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Uniform – Sixth Form
• A traditional suit (black, charcoal or navy), plain or subtle check/pinstripe
• Polishable black or brown shoes (not boots, not suede, not buckled)
• White shirt with collar
• Tie
• V-neck jumper long sleeved, plain colour, plain finish (no cardigans, no polo or crew necks)
Headgear
No hats or headgear are to be worn with School Uniform, except by special permission from the Deputy Head
Pastoral on religious grounds.
Jewellery
• One plain ring may be worn on the hand
• No other jewellery may be worn, including festival bracelets or similar, which should be removed before returning
to School
Hair
• Boys’ hair should be off the face and collar, with ears showing
• It should not be excessively two-tone (long on top and very short around the sides/back) or undercut
• Hair should be a NATURAL colour
• Boys should be clean shaven
• Hair clippers are not allowed in School
In addition for Prefects
• House Prefects may wear a plain, well-cut pastel coloured shirt of their own choice
• School Prefects may wear patterned shirts, a patterned V-neck jumper (but no cardigans) or a tasteful waistcoat
Coats
A smart woollen or wool-mix overcoat in charcoal grey, black or navy, long enough to cover jackets or blazers
worn underneath, should be worn. Not puffa jackets or parkas, or coats with fur around the hood. The decision as
to the acceptability of coats shall rest with the Housemaster/mist
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Useful contact details
Douglas Robb (Headmaster)

01263 714511

headmaster@greshams.com

Lizzie Alexander (Deputy Head Pastoral)

01263 714509

lalexander@greshams.com

Tim Hipperson (Deputy Head Academic)

01263 714514

thipperson@greshams.com

Lyndsay Fielding (Director of Pastoral Care)

01263 714621

lfielding@greshams.com

Health Centre

01263 712142

School Shop

01263 714591

Reception

01263 714500

reception@greshams.com

Reception will pass on any messages to me as soon as possible
Auden Theatre Box Office

01263 713444

For full details of the school calendar, fixtures and important events, please visit the school calendar.
www.greshams.com/about-us/calendar/

Holt Medical Practice

01263 712461

www.holt-practice.nhs.uk

Kelling Hospital, Old Cromer Road, High Kelling, Holt, NR25 6QA
Holt Dental Care

01263 802556

Caxton House, Market Place, Holt, NR25 6BW
Lords Opticians

01263 713130

www.lordsopticians.co.uk

28 High Street, Holt, NR25 6BH
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Woodlands Floor Plan
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